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Aims

ÅDescribe international trends in prevalence

ÅDescribe international trends in policy

ÅSituate Australia within these; and

ÅExplore the link between policy and 
cannabis (use, price, arrest)

ÅPose some questions...



International cannabis 
policy

ÅMarginal to main interests of international drug 
control (heroin, cocaine, amphetamine)

YET

1. Most commonly used illicit drug 

ɶ 160 million people (UNODC, 2005)

2. Represents largest financial component of illicit 
drug market

ɶCannabis ú70 billion p.a.

ɶCocaine ú6-9 billion p.a.

ɶHeroin ú20 billion p.a. 

(2005 estimate: ñA Report on Global Illicit Drug Marketsò)

3. Highest rates of arrest (cf other drugs)



International trends in 
cannabis use

ÅMainly declining?

1. European trends

2. USA trends

3. Australian trends 



European trends: average 
across 20 countries 

ESPAD data, n=100,000. 16 years of age, lifetime cannabis use



Europe: general pop surveys 
(last year use, 15 - 34 yr 
olds)



Change in cannabis use 
(lifetime) 15 - 16 yr olds 1995 -
2007
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UK: lifetime & past 30 day 
use, school students 
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USA: last year cannabis use, 
17 - 18 yr olds
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