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Aims # DPMP

A Describe international trends in prevalence
A Describe international trends in policy
A Situate Australia within these; and

A Explore the link between policy and
cannabis (use, price, arrest)

A Pose some questions...
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International cannabis %
policy

A Marginal to main interests of international drug
control (heroin, cocaine, amphetamine)

YET

1. Most commonly used illicit drug
ce 160 million people (UNODC, 2005)

2. Represents largest financial component of illicit
drug market

ce Cannabis 170 billion p.a.

ce Cocaine 16-9 billion p.a.

e Heroin 020 billion p.a.

(2005 estimate: NANA Report on GIl obal

3. Highest rates of arrest (cf other drugs) “

v
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International trends In
cannabis use

A Mainly declining?

1. European trends
2. USA trends

3. Australian trends
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European trends: average |
across 20 countries #

Lifetime use of marijuana or
hashish by gender. 1995—2007.
Percentages. Averages for 20
countries.

ESPAD data, n=100,000. 16 years of age, lifetime cannabis use

NDARC



Europe: general pop surveys
(last year use, 15 -34 yr DPMP
olds)

Figure 4: Trends in last year prevalence of cannabis use among young adults (aged 15-34)
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England and Wales.
See Figure GPS-4 in the 2008 statistical bulletin for further information.
Reitox national reports (2007), taken from population surveys, reports or scientific articles.




Change in cannabis use |
(lifetime) 15 -16 yr olds 1995 DPMP
2007
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UK: lifetime & past 30 day

use, school students % DPMP
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USA: last year cannabis use,

17 -18 yr olds
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